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SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT PASSENGER PLEADS GUILTY TO
SMUGGLING COCAINE

SAN FRANCISCO — Emmanuel Amankwa, a passenger who was transiting San
Francisco International Airport (SFO) on his way out of the country, pleaded guilty last week to
possessing with the intent to distribute 500 grams or more of cocaine, United States Attorney
Melinda Haag announced.

Amankwa was arrested on Oct. 23, 2012, at SFO while attempting to board a flight to
Japan. A subsequent investigation by officers from the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol and
agents from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI) revealed that Amankwa was carrying 995 grams of cocaine in 100 latex-
wrapped pellets inside his body. Amankwa was attempting to smuggle the cocaine into Japan.

Amankwa was charged by complaint on Oct. 23, 2012. A federal grand jury returned a
one-count indictment on Nov. 8, 2012. He pleaded guilty on Jan. 17, 2012.

Under the terms of a plea agreement between the government and Amankwa, Amankwa
faces a sentence of 60 to 80 months in federal prison, followed by four years of supervised
release. He also must pay $16,178 in restitution for the medical costs associated with collecting
the cocaine pellets he had ingested. Notwithstanding this agreement, the court will determine
and impose a sentence on Amankwa after consideration of the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and
the federal statute governing the imposition of a sentence, 18 U.S.C. § 3553.

U.S. District Judge Jeffrey S. White is scheduled to impose sentence on April 11, 2013.

Further Information:

Case #: CR 12-801 JSW
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A copy of this press release may be found on the U.S. Attorney's Office's website at
www.usdoj.gov/usao/can.

Electronic court filings and further procedural and docket information are available at
https://ecf.cand.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/login.pl.

Judges' calendars with schedules for upcoming court hearings can be viewed on the
court's website at www.cand.uscourts.gov.

All press inquiries to the U.S. Attorney's Office should be directed to Jack Gillund at
(415) 436-6599 or by e-mail at Jack.Gillund@usdoj.gov.
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