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MAN WHO THREATENED UNITED STATES SENATOR
SENTENCED TO FOUR MONTHS IMPRISONMENT

SAN FRANCISCO - Tras Gustav Karlsson Berg was sentenced last week to four months in
prison for threatening to shoot a sitting United States Senator, United States Attorney Melinda
Haag announced.

Berg pleaded guilty on April 13, 2011, to violating 18 U.S.C. § 115(a)(1)(B). According to
the plea agreement, Berg admitted to sending an email on Feb. 24, 2011, threatening to shoot
the United States Senator with a high powered rifle and threatening to bomb the Senator’s
house with poison gas if the Senator did not oppose legislation pending before Congress that
would decrease protections afforded by the Endangered Species Act.

Berg, 35, of Marin County, was arrested on March 7, 2011, and charged by Complaint on
March 8, 2011. An Information was filed on April 8, 2011. Berg was charged with threatening
to assault and murder a United States Senator with the intent to impede, intimidate and
interfere with the Senator while the Senator was engaged in the performance of official
duties. The investigation began when the office of the Senator reported to the FBI that an e-
mail had been received containing threats to the Senator’s life.
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The sentence was handed down on July 6 by U.S. District Court Judge Maxine M. Chesney
following the defendant’s guilty plea to 18 U.S.C. § 115(a)(1)(B). Judge Chesney also sentenced
the defendant to a three year period of supervised release.

Gregg Lowder is the Assistant U.S. Attorney who prosecuted the case with the assistance
of Rosario Calderon. The prosecution is the result of an investigation by the FBI.

Further Information:

Case #: CR 11-0223 MMC

A copy of this press release may be found on the U.S. Attorney's Office's website at
www.usdoj.gov/usao/can.

Electronic court filings and further procedural and docket information are available at
https://ecf.cand.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/login.pl.

Judges' calendars with schedules for upcoming court hearings can be viewed on the
court's website at www.cand.uscourts.gov.

All press inquiries to the U.S. Attorney's Office should be directed to Jack Gillund at (415)
436-6599 or by e-mail at Jack.Gillund@usdoj.gov.
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