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NEWS RELEASE

EUREKA POLICE DEPARTMENT
604 C Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Phone: (707) 441-4060

FAX: (707) 441-4334

05/24/2012

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Subject: EPD Search Warrant Nets Arrest, 3 Ounces of Meth, 9 Firearms

Contact: Sergeant Steve Watson
= Front Desk (707) 441-4060
= Office (707) 441-4355
= Work Cell (707) 601-5464

Prepared by: Sergeant Watson

On 12/20/11, Eureka Police Department officers received a tip there was a subject with
methamphetamine and guns staying at a motel on 4™ Street in Eureka. Three patrol
officers responded to the motel and upon further investigation identified the suspect’s
room number. The officers subsequently entered the room to conduct a parole
compliance check and search. They found the room momentarily unoccupied.

The officers observed a small quantity of methamphetamine and drug packaging
materials in the room. They also located a loaded Hi-Point .40 caliber semi-automatic
handgun in the room’s safe along with an unloaded Bryco .380 auto pistol.

While the officers were still inside, a male and two females returned to the room. The
subjects were detained. The male, Brian Christopher Fleming, was identified as one of
the room’s guests. Officers located a taser/stun gun and nearly 6 grams of
methamphetamine on his person. Fleming was arrested and transported to the Humboldt
County Correctional Facility where he was booked for possession of methamphetamine
for sale, unlawful possession of a firearm by a convicted felon, and unlawful possession
of a stun gun by a convicted felon. Fleming later posted bail and was released from jail.

During the ensuing months, EPD’s Problem Oriented Policing Unit (POP) received
information Fleming was selling methamphetamine from his residence located near
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Myrtle and Hall Avenues. POP subsequently sought and obtained a search warrant from
a Humboldt County Superior Court Judge for Fleming and three associated residences.
The residences, which were on adjacent parcels, were all owned by Fleming’s mother.
(2700 block of Myrtle Ave., 2500 and 2600 blocks of Hall Ave.).

On 05/24/12, at about 11:19 AM, POP investigators observed Fleming leave his
residence traveling westbound on Myrtle Avenue in a white Chevrolet pick-up truck.
Officers initiated a traffic stop on Fleming on the 2700 block of Hubbard Lane, Eureka.
Fleming was detained. During a subsequent search of his vehicle pursuant to the warrant,
investigators located a loaded .22 caliber revolver on the seat next to where Fleming had
been seated. Investigators also found over one ounce (33.8 grams gross weight) of
crystal methamphetamine packaged for sale in 4 baggies inside the truck.

POP investigators, assisted by Special Agents with the Humboldt County Drug Task
Force, then responded to Fleming’s residence to execute the search warrant on three
houses and several outbuildings there. They were also accompanied by one of the
officers involved in Fleming’s December arrest.

During a subsequent search of the properties, investigators located approximately 2 more
ounces of crystal methamphetamine (52 grams), 8 more firearms (a .357 revolver, .38
revolver, two rifles, and 4 shotguns), and ammunition. Investigators also located further
evidence of drugs sales activity including two scales (digital and triple beam), drug
packaging materials, and hidden stash containers. In all, approximately 3 ounces of
methamphetamine was seized.

Fleming (age 49) was arrested and transported to the Humboldt County Correctional
Facility where he was booked for possession of methamphetamine for sale, transportation
of a controlled substance, possession of a controlled substance while armed, and unlawful
possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. Additionally, a penalty enhancement was
added to Fleming’s charges due to his arrest on a new felony offense while still out on
bail from his previous felony arrest. Fleming’s bail was set at $75,000.00.

Anyone with information concerning suspected drug activity occurring in the City of
Eureka is encouraged to call the Problem Oriented Policing Unit at (707) 441-4373 or the
Humboldt County Drug Task Force at (707) 444-8095. Anyone with information for the
Sheriffs Office regarding criminal activity, including drug activity, is encouraged to call
the Sheriffs Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriffs Office Crime Tip line 707-268-2539.
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BRIAN FLEMING
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