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Date: 2-03-2012 From: Lt. Steve Knight
(707) 268-3630
Subject: Airplane Crash Case: 201200556

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On 2-3-2012, approximately 12:30 p.m., The Humboldt County Sheriffs Office was
notified of an airplane crash at the Dinsmore Airport, Humboldt County. The plane was reported
to have struck nose down, and had two occupants that were both injured.

Humboldt County Sheriff's Deputies and medical personnel were immediately
dispatched to the scene, along with a California Highway Patrol Helicopter. A Trinity County
Sheriff's Deputy was also dispatched to the scene to assist due to the proximity of the airport to
Trinity County.

When deputies arrived they learned the plane was a Cessnha Model 172 E, built in 1963.
The plane crashed as it was landing, and is reported to possibly have stalled. Two Cal-Trans
workers were working on Highway 36, and heard and saw the crash. They rushed to aid the
injured pilot and passenger. They assisted with removing both victims from the plane before it
caught fire and burned. The plane was piloted by a 65 year old male flight instructor from
Garberville when it crashed. The other victim was a 30 year old male student pilot from
Redway. The 65 year instructor was flown to Redding Mercy Hospital for treatment for broken
bones. The student pilot received only minor injuries.
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