
 

 
 

 
Date:  03-09-2015             From:  Lt. Wayne Hanson 

                                                                                                                                 (707) 268-3641 

 

           

Subject:  Home Invasion                    Case: 2015-0979 

 

     UPDATE 

 

On 03-09-2015 at about 3:00 p.m. a Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office Sergeant received anonymous 

information from a concerned citizen that Seth Morton may be inside of a residence located in the 900 

block of Locust Street, Garberville. The Sheriff’s Office went to the residence and received consent to 

search from the owner of the house. 

When deputies entered the residence they located Seth Morton in the residence. Morton was taken 

into custody. Morton was then transported to the Humboldt County Correctional Facility in Eureka 

where he was booked for, burglary, shooting at an inhabited dwelling, brandishing a firearm, being a 

convicted felon in possession of a firearm, being a convicted felon in possession of pepper spray, 

conspiracy to commit a crime and hit and run. 

Deputies are currently still on scene processing the residence for any evidence associated with the 

incident on South Face Road, Island Mountain. 

 

On 03-03-2015 at about 00:20 a.m. the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office received a 9-1-1 call from a 

victim at a residence located in the 2700 block of South Face Road, Island Mountain. The female victim 

reported her 34 year old son; Seth Robert Morton Sr. came into her residence this morning wearing a ski 

mask and attempted to assault her husband, who is Morton’s step farther. 

 

The female and male victim both stated they were pepper sprayed by one of the (3) male suspects, who 

came onto their property. The male victim told the deputies he was able to get a baseball bat from inside 

of his residence and hit one of the suspects several times with the bat to protect himself and his wife. The 

male victim was able to chase the suspects out of his residence. 

 

The victims said as the (3) suspects fled the property one of the suspects fired a round from a firearm and 

the bullet struck the residence. The (3) suspects then fled the scene driving a white, late 80’s, SUV. A 

local citizen who was aware of the situation attempted to block the road by parking his vehicle in the 

middle of the road. The suspect vehicle stuck the unoccupied vehicle which resulted in the suspect vehicle 

crashing off the Island Mountain Road. The three suspects then took off on foot. The Sheriff’s office has 

seized the vehicle for evidence. 

 

The Humboldt County Sheriff’ Deputies along with the California Highway Patrol Officers immediately 

started searching the area for the three suspects. At day break a CHP helicopter from Redding assisted in 
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the search for the suspects. At about 9:00 a.m. the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office received several 

telephone calls from concerned citizens in the area of Island Mountain about a male subject, dressed in 

dark clothing, who was hiding off the road near the New Harris Store. Deputies responded to the area and 

located 34 year old Bret Lawrence Swortzel.  Deputies detained Swortzel and learned he had a no bail 

parole violation warrant issued for his arrest. Deputies were able to obtained evidence and were able to 

place Swortzel under arrest for the Home Invasion Robbery. 

 

Deputies were able to identify a second subject in the Home Invasion Robbery as Seth Robert Morton Sr., 

age 31. Further described as a WMA, 5’-10”, blonde hair with hazel eyes. Deputies have requested a Be 

On the Lookout (BOL) for Morton with other law enforcement agencies for his arrest for the following 

charges: attempted homicide, burglary, brandishing a firearm, convicted felon in possession of a firearm, 

convicted felon in possession of pepper spray and hit and run. 

 

Bret Swortzel was booked into the Humboldt County Correctional Facility in Eureka on a no bail, parole 

violation warrant. Swortzel was also booked on fresh charges for home invasion robbery, conspiracy to 

commit a crime, convicted felon in possession of pepper spray and possession of a controlled substance. 

 

 

 

Deputies are currently on scene looking for the other two suspect associated with this case. At this time 

there is no description for the third suspect associated with this case. 

 

Anyone with information for the Sheriff’s Office regarding this case or related criminal activity is 

encouraged to call the Sheriff’s Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriff’s Office Crime Tip line at 707-268-

2539. 

 

 

 

Mike Downey, Sheriff 


