Humboldt County Sheriff's Office

826 Fourth Street, Eureka, CA 95501

Date: 04-16-2014 From: Lt. Steve Knight
(707) 268-3630

Subject: Attempted Murder Suspect Arrested Case: 201401714

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On 04-15-2014, at approximately 9:30 p.m., Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office Deputies
responded to the 16000 block of State Highway 254, Weott in regards to an unwanted subject. While
enroute to the call, the female caller told Sheriff’s Office Dispatch the unwanted subject was Juan Luis
Ayala Jr., 20 years old from Modesto, California, and he was wanted for attempted murder from Sonoma
County. Sheriff’s Office Dispatch confirmed with Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office that Ayala was wanted
for attempted murder and vehicle theft. Dispatch also learned from Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office the

weapon used was a hammer.

When Deputies and California Highway Patrol Officers (C.H.P.) arrived at the residence where
Ayala was at, the female caller met them outside. She told the deputies she did not want Ayala at her
residence and Ayala was willing to surrender peacefully. Deputies entered the residence and took Ayala

into custody without incident.

C.H.P. located the vehicle Ayala stole, a black 2000 Ford Echo in the South Fork High School
parking lot. The vehicle was stored and Ayala was transported to the Humboldt County Correctional
Facility where his bail is set at $500,000.00.



Anyone with information for the Sheriffs Office regarding this case or related criminal activity is
encouraged to call the Sheriffs Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriffs Office Crime Tip line at 707-268-
2539.

Mike Downey
Sheriff
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