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Subject: Marijuana Investigation/Arrests Case: 201302287

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On 06-04-2013, approximately 0840 hours Humboldt County Sheriftf’s Office Community
Response Team Deputies (C.R.T.), assisted by the Humboldt County Drug Task Force served a Humboldt
County Superior Court Search Warrant at 81 Fir Loop Court, Carlotta. Deputies located Gregory Aaron
Stephens, 37 years old and Benjamin Robert Rose, 22 years old at the residence when they arrived.
Stephens is identified as the property owner. Deputies searched the residence and located approximately
53 pounds of marijuana bud in one pound bags, 72 pounds of dried marijuana, and 1213 growing
marijuana plants ranging in size from 1” to 4’ tall at that location. Deputies also located four rifles,
steroids, approximately $9,600 cash, packaging material, a scale and other evidence indicating the
marijuana was being sold. The cash, along with along with two vehicles located at the home were seized
for asset forfeiture. Stephens was arrested for cultivation of marijuana, possession for sale of marijuana,
violation of probation, possession of a firearm in the commission of a felony. Rose was booked on
cultivation of marijuana and possession for marijuana for sale. They were both transported to the

Humboldt County Correctional Facility where their bail is set at $75,000.00.



While deputies were at the residence Allan Henry Costa, 23 years old drove to the search warrant
scene. Deputies contacted Costa who refused to comply with the officers demands and was arrested for
interfering with a police officer. He was transported to the Humboldt County Correctional Facility where
his bail was set at $10,000.00.

During their investigation deputies learned that Stephens also had a residence in the 2500 block
of Skyline Drive, Eureka. Deputies responded to and searched that residence where they located and
seized over $10,000.00 additional cash.

While deputies were at the 81 Fir Avenue residence they saw a well worn path between that
residence and the residence located next door at 69 Fir Loop Court, Carlotta. They also saw a large
greenhouse at the residence which they could tell contained growing marijuana. The deputies obtained a
Humboldt County Superior Court Search Warrant for that green house and associated residence. Deputies
located Thomas Luther Meahl, 29 years at the residence. When the search warrant was served deputies
located 1011 growing marijuana plants ranging in size a few inches to 4’ tall. They also located
approximately 5 pounds of processed marijuana, two hash extraction tubes, over a pound of Hashish,
numerous butane bottles, Hash Oil and a Hand Grenade. The Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office Bomb
Squad was called to the scene and rendered the grenade safe at the residence. Meahl was arrested for
cultivation and possession for sale of marijuana, possession of Hashish, conspiracy, manufacturing a
controlled substance, possession of an explosive device and conspiracy. He was transported to the
Humboldt County Correctional Facility where his bail is set at $500,000.00.

Anyone with information for the Sheriffs Office regarding this case or related criminal
activity is encouraged to call the Sheriffs Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriffs Office Crime Tip line at
707-268-2539.

Mike Downey
Sheriff
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