
 

 
 
 
Date: July 28, 2011                                 From:  Lt. Steve Knight 

     (707) 268-3630 
 

Subject:  Death Investigation                                                                      Case:  201104184 

 
 
 

     

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

 On 07-27-2011, approximately 11:00 am Humboldt County Sheriff’s Deputies were 

dispatched to Little Black Sands Beach, in Shelter Cove regarding a death investigation. When 

deputies arrived they met with Shelter Cove Fire Department Personnel and a Bureau of Land 

Management Ranger.  The deputies were directed to a deceased 56-year-old male who was on 

the beach at the base of a cliff.  

 Deputies conducted an investigation and learned from family members the deceased 

had recently moved from Idaho to the Whale Gulch area to live with his 38-year-old stepson. 

The deceased left his stepsons home around 5:00 p.m. on 07-26-2011 on a motorcycle.  When 

he failed to return home the next morning, family members began searching for him. They 

located his motorcycle parked at the end of Dolphin Road, near the Little Black Sands Beach 

area next to a cliff. When they looked off the edge they saw his body on the beach about thirty-

five feet below. The deceased appears to have slipped off the cliff and the death is being 

investigated as an accident.  

 The Humboldt County Coroners Office was called to the scene and is assisting with the 

investigation. 

 

  Mike Downey 
Sheriff 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office 
826 Fourth Street, Eureka, CA  95501 
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