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Date:   07/09/2015      From:   Lt. Dennis Young 
                    (707) 268-3630 
 
 
Subject:   Sexual Assault Arrest    Case:   201503239 
 
 
On Monday, 07/06/2015, at about 8:15 PM, a Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
was dispatched to CA Highway 254 just north of Phillipsville to contact a California 
Highway Patrol Officer who was standing by with the victim of an alleged sexual assault.  
 
The 31 year old female victim reported that she met Thomas Leonard Lusk Jr., age 34 
years, about three days ago near Miranda, CA. She was waiting for the bus to continue 
her travels. Lusk told her the bus wouldn’t be arriving for several hours and he 
suggested she wait at his residence. The victim thought this was a good idea and she 
went with Lusk to his residence in Miranda. 
 
Lusk and the victim were at his residence for several hours conversing. When the victim 
questioned Lusk about the bus, he became angry and started beating her with his fists 
and threatened to kill her. Lusk kept the victim captive, by force and fear, in his 
residence for the next three days where he sexually assaulted her repeatedly. On the 
third day Lusk left the victim alone and she was able to escape through a bedroom 
window. She ran to the highway where she encountered a subject in a parked car 
making a phone call. She jumped in the car, told the subject she had been sexually 
assaulted, and requested a ride to the hospital. The driver started toward the hospital 
and encountered the CHP officer who notified the Sheriff’s Office of the assault.  
 
On Wednesday, 07/08/2015, Lusk was arrested at his residence where a search 
warrant was served. Lusk was arrested and charged with rape through force and 
violence, sexual battery, oral copulation through force or fear, sexual penetration 
through force or fear, criminal threats, and false imprisonment.  
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