Humboldt County Sheriff's Office

826 Fourth Street, Eureka, CA 95501

Date: 08-20-2014 From: Lt. Steve Knight
(707) 268-3630

Subject: Domestic Violence Case: 201403920

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On 08-20-2014, at approximately 9:00 a.m., the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office received a 911
call regarding a domestic violence in progress on Sawmill Road, Garberville. The female caller told the
dispatcher her husband had attacked her and was armed with a shotgun and was now trying to shoot her.
While on the 911 call the dispatcher could hear the victim telling her husband to put down the shotgun.
The dispatcher then heard a shot and the victim told the dispatcher her husband, Neptaly Martinez-

Castillo, 32 years old, may have shot himself.

A Humboldt County Sheriff’s deputy and three California Highway Patrol (C.H.P.) Officers
responded to the scene, while medical personnel staged nearby. The deputy and C.H.P. Officers located

Castillo in the rear of the residence without a shotgun. He was taken into custody without incident.

The investigating deputy spoke with the victim, who told the deputy just prior to calling 911
Castillo grabbed her by the neck, choked her and slammed her on the ground. He also slammed her head
into a China cabinet, causing the glass to break, and then pointed a 12 gauge shotgun at her while
threatening to shoot her. During the argument he also put the shotgun in his mouth. When he put the

shotgun in his mouth she ran into the house and called 911, at which time she heard the gun shot go off.



When she exited a bathroom where she had been hiding she saw he had put the shotgun on the
bed in their bedroom and was outside the residence. The deputies could see injuries to the victim

consistent with what she told the deputy. The deputy also recovered the shotgun in the bedroom.

Castillo was arrested for assault with a firearm, discharging a firearm in a reckless manner,
terrorist threats, false imprisonment and damaging a communications device. He was transported to the

Humboldt County Correctional Facility where he was booked. His bail is set at $100,000.00
Anyone with information for the Sheriff’s Office regarding this case or related criminal

activity is encouraged to call the Sheriff’s Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriff’s Office Crime Tip line
at 707-268-2539.

Mike Downey
Sheriff
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