Humboldt County Sheriff's Office

826 Fourth Street, Eureka, CA 95501

Date: 08-8-2014 From: Lt. Steve Knight
(707) 268-3630

Subject: Assault with Firearm Case: 201403652

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On 08-08-2014, at approximately 8:00 a.m., the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office was notified
of shots fired and a gun brandished on Pine Creek Road, Hoopa. When the investigating deputy arrived he
met with the 41 year old female victim. She told the deputy her 19 year old daughter’s boyfriend, Travis
Watson, 19 years old, who lives at her residence, got into an argument with her daughter this morning.
Because of the argument, the victim told Watson to leave the residence. He refused, so the victim picked
up a broomstick, brandished it at him, and again told him to leave. Watson then removed a black
semi-automatic handgun from his waistband, pulled the slide back to chamber a live round, pointed it at
the victim, and told her he was going to shoot her. After a brief standoff, Watson left the residence. As

Watson drove away, the victim, her daughter and a neighbor heard shots being fired.

The investigating deputy located Watson at a relative’s residence on Highway 299, in Willow
Creek. He admitted to being in an argument, but denied having a firearm or shooting one. Watson was
arrested for brandishing a firearm and terrorist threats. He was transported and booked into the Humboldt

County Correctional Facility. His bail was set at $50,000.00.

No one was injured and the firearm was not located.



Anyone with information for the Sheriff’s Office regarding this case or related criminal activity is
encouraged to call the Sheriff’s Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriff’s Office Crime Tip line at 707-268-
2539.

Mike Downey
Sheriff
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