Humboldt County Sheriff's Office

826 Fourth Street, Eureka, CA 95501

Date: 09-30-2014 From: Lt. Steve Knight
(707) 268-3630

Subject: Assault on deputy Case: 201404641

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On 09-30-2014, at approximately 1:00 a.m., the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office received a 911
call regarding a possible burglary in progress on Linda Way, McKinleyville. The reporting party was a
relative of the homeowner who lived nearby and knew the homeowner was out of town. The reporting
party said he walked to the residence and saw a broken window. When the caller confronted the suspect,
later identified as Robert Kaimana-Riden Kirkhill, 19 years old, he told the caller there was,

“Lots of dead people in the home and he needed to check on them”.

When deputies arrived at the residence, Kirkhill immediately fled to the rear of the home and out
into the backyard. One of the deputies ordered Kirkhill to stop. Instead of stopping, Kirkhill aggressively
ran towards the deputy yelling unintelligible statements. The deputy told Kirkhill to lay on the ground,
but he refused. When the deputy attempted to gdetain Kirkhill, he immediately began fighting with the
deputy. The deputy and Kirkhill fell to the ground with the deputy on top of Kirkhill. Kirkhill began
punching the deputy in the face and neck several times He kicked at the deputy and attempted to gouge

the deputies eyes out with his fingers. He bit the deputy on the arm, breaking the skin and spit repeatedly



into the deputies’ face while the deputy continued attempts to subdue him. Additional deputies arrived to
assist the first deputy and attempted to use a Taser on Kirkhill, which had no effect. Three deputies were
finally able to overpower Kirkhill and arrest him. Kirkhill was transported to a local hospital where he
was medically cleared and then transported to the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office Correctional
Facility. He was booked on charges of assaulting an executive officer, trespassing and damaging property

and burglary. His bail was set at $200,000.00.

The deputy was treated and released from a local hospital for the injuries he received during the

arrest.

Anyone with information for the Sheriffs Office regarding this case or related criminal activity is
encouraged to call the Sheriffs Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriffs Office Crime Tip line at 707-268-
25309.

Mike Downey
Sheriff
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