
 
 

                                           

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

            Re: Protected Sturgeon Case     
Date:  September 15, 2011 
Contact: District Attorney Paul Gallegos  
Phone: (707) 268-2571, (707) 267-4400 

               
 

In April 2006, the green sturgeon was listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) as a threatened 
species and retention of any green sturgeon caught in state waters was prohibited by California law in 
2006.  The ESA take prohibitions took effect in July 2010. 

According to NOAA Fisheries, Southern DPS green sturgeon numbers have been dramatically declining 
during the past ten years, and it is estimated that fewer than 1,000 individuals remain. Green sturgeon 
can reach 7 feet (210 cm) in length and weigh up to 350 pounds (159 kg). The largest green sturgeon 
have been aged at 42 years, but this is probably an underestimate, and maximum ages of 60 to 70 years 
or more are likely. 

In September 2010, Vernon Steeves of McKinleyville and Larry Swingseth of Eureka unlawfully took a 
Southern Distinct Population Segment (sDPS) green sturgeon from Humboldt Bay. This case was 
investigated by NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement and on August 25, 2011, Steeves and Swingseth, 
pled no contest to the capture and killing of a federally and state protected green sturgeon. 
 
“This case clearly illustrates why it is so important for sportsmen to know how to identify species,” 
noted prosecuting Deputy District Attorney Christa McKimmy.  
 
“Fishermen are ultimately responsible for knowing applicable fishing regulations and I highly 
recommend they check with California Fish and Game or the local NOAA Fisheries office before 
leaving on a fishing trip,” added Special Agent David Reilly with NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement. 
“When in doubt, ask.” 
 
Both Steeves and Swingseth received $685 fines and one year of probation.  
 
 
Enclosure:  
Flyer Attachment—GS vs WS ID 4-7-11 PDF 

 



ATTENTION ANGLERS 

CATCH AND RELEASE WITH CARE 

Green sturgeon must be released due to 

threatened status 

DO: 
 

 Wet your hands or wear wet cotton gloves during handling 

 Remove hooks quickly 

 Hold fish facing the current until they are able to swim away 

 

Be prepared to catch and release 

For more information, contact: 
David Woodbury 

Green Sturgeon Recovery Coordinator 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

(707) 575-6088 

David.P.Woodbury@noaa.gov 

DON’T: 
 

 Play fish to exhaustion 

 Remove green sturgeon from the water 

WHITE STURGEON 

• Grey back with solid white belly 

• No stripes on sides or belly 

• Blunted snout and with barbels closer 

to the snout than the mouth 

• Vent is located behind the pelvic fins 

• 11-14 dull dorsal scutes 

 

Credit: K. Newell 

GREEN STURGEON 

• Olive green to dark green back with 

yellowish green-white belly 

• Green stripe on each side and on belly 

• Pointed snout with barbels midway 

between the tip of the snout and mouth  

• Vent is located between the pelvic fins 

• 8-11 sharp dorsal scutes 

Credit: K. Newell 

Credit: J. Daly Credit: C.C. Winn 
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