




Environmental Review

These General Plan and Zoning amendments are subject to CEQA. Similar to the prior
annexations of Sawmill site and Blue Slide Road, these annexations are also subject to
environmental review. The City will be preparing an Initial Study for these annexations.

With respect to Metropolitan Treated Wastewater Discharge Annexation, the Initial Study (IS)
will investigate the environmental impacts of redesignating County land uses and zoning
(Agriculture, Agriculture Exclusive zoning) to City land use designation (Natural Resources) for
the purpose of disposing of treated effluent in Metropolitan. This irrigation system will be
designed to comply with California Code regulations Title 22 that governs the use of recycled
water and NCRWQB requirements.

The IS will also analyze environmental impacts associated with proposed irrigation system's
layout and configuration. The irrigation system consists of 6 to 15 overland flow cells, or
irrigation cells, approximately 0.5 to 2 acres each; the cells will contain the treated effluent. The
cells will be arranged in rows at various elevations. Each cell will have a dedicated distribution
line that can be isolated from the main distribution pipeline. Finally, the IS will analyze the
proposed operation and maintenance of the system.

With respect to Blue Slide 2 Annexation, the IS will evaluate the environmental impacts of
redesignating County land uses and zoning (Residential and Conservation land uses. TPZ
zoning), to City land uses and zoning (Suburban Low). The IS will provide an analysis of how
implementing the PD Overlay will allow clustering, while maintaining general plan density to
avoid environmental impacts of development.
Plan for Services

A Plan for Services will be prepared for both projects. The MTWWD Plan will detail how
treated waste water will be conveyed from the City to Metropolitan irrigation site by vertical
turbine pumps located at the treatment site at the Rio Dell Public Works yard. The effluent will
cross the Eel River and enter the irrigation site via a pipeline attached to the Hwy 101 bridge.

The Blue Slide 2 annexation will also be included in the Plan for Services. The Plan will analyze
the extension of waterand wastewater services out Blue Slide Rd. The City would also accept a
portion of Blue Slide Rd. as a City Right of Way. Development of Blue Slide 2 Annexation
would include planned roadway upgrades at the time of subdivision.

This matter will be brought back to the Planning Commission as a public hearing item for
recommendation to the City Council.



Figure 1:

Existing Rio Dell and Proposed Scotia General Plan Land Use
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General Plan Designation

Existing

City (Acres)
%

Proposed

Scotia

(Acres)
% Total % of Total

Residential

Rural 343.1 19.7% 0.0 0.0% 343.1 13.2%

Suburban Low 240.81 13.8% 0.0 0.0% 240.8 9.2%

Suburban Residential 6.75 0.4% 0.0 0.0% 6.8 0.3%

Urban Residential 332.78 19.1% 63.2 7.3% 396.0 15.2%

Commercial/Mixed Use

Community Commercial 32.59 1.9% 14.5 1.7% 47.1 1.8%

Industrial/Commercial 51.9 3.0% 0.0 0.0% 51.9 2.0%

Town Center 47.72 2.7% 0.0 0.0% 47.7 1.8%

Neighborhood Center 5.53 0.3% 0.0 0.0% 5.5 0.2%

Industrial

Industrial 0.0 0.0% 270.1 31.2% 270.1 10.4%

Natural Resources/Public Facility/Other
Natural Resources 286.41 16.5% 181.7 21.0% 468.1 18.0%

Public Facility 83.15 4.8% 37.9 4.4% 121.1 4.6%

Right of Way 149.7 8.6% 0.0 0.0% 149.7 5.7%

Sphere of Influence 159.6 9.2% 298.4 34.5% 458.0 17.6%

Total 1740.0 100.0% 865.8 100.0% 2605.9 100.0%


