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Hezekiah Allen Announces Candidacy for Assembly District 2

Non-Profit Executive and Small Businessman with Local Roots Running to Create
Jobs and Serve as a Strong Voice for Small Towns and Rural Communities

(Arcata, CA)— Today, Hezekiah Allen, a non-profit executive and small businessman announced
he will be a candidate for State Assembly District 2 in the June 2014 primary. Allen, a Democrat, is
campaigning to replace Assemblymember Wes Chesbro, who will be termed out in 2014.

“The people of our District are innovative, hardworking, and independent. They have a unique
perspective and unique values, and deserve a strong voice in Sacramento,” says Allen. “Our next
Assemblymember must be a leader who understands the District and listens to different
perspectives, who can bring people together and serve as a strong voice for the North Coast’s small
towns and rural communities in Sacramento. | am that leader.”

Allen is running on a platform of creating good jobs for the North Coast, natural resource and
environmental stewardship, and reinvesting in education.

“I will lead our District toward a time when we don’t have to choose between a prosperous
economy and a healthy environment,” says Allen. “I’ll invest in the recovery of natural resources,
restoring fisheries and forests and the jobs they sustain. I’1l reduce unnecessary regulations, to
empower businesses and farmers to create jobs and get goods to market. And I’1l invest in our
schools, increase local control of education, and expand vocational programs, so students can be
prepared for successful careers.”

Born and raised in rural Humboldt County, Allen says he has a commitment to the community and
its people that is deeper than any ideology.

“l want to represent the people of this District, not any political agenda, not any big moneyed
special interests,” says Allen. “I want to ensure that those of us who live in some of California’s
most rural places are not forgotten as distant conversations in Sacramento continue to shape the way
we live and work.”
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Allen lives in Arcata and serves as Executive Director of the Mattole Restoration Council, an
organization committed to watershed restoration-based economic development.

Under Allen’s leadership, the Council was a finalist for the International Riverprize, one of the
world’s most prestigious environmental awards. The organization also won an award from the
Governor of California for bringing communities together to create jobs and protect the
environment.

As a Humboldt County General Plan Update Working Group facilitator, Allen is currently building
consensus and promoting public participation around land use policies that will affect us for
generations.

And as a Boardmember of the Institute of Sustainable Forestry, Executive Committee Member of
the California Northern Region Land Trust Council, and advisor to the North Coast Environmental
Center, Allen is working to help these organizations develop long term strategic plans to ensure
their success.

Allen also runs a local small business that provides land use, water storage, fuel reduction, and
forest management consultation and services, and works as a facilitator, helping opposing parties
resolve their conflicts.

California’s 2nd State Assembly District covers the state’s North Coast. It stretches from the
California-Oregon border down through northern and coastal Sonoma County. It is one of the most
rural districts in the state. The District includes all of Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino, and Trinity
Counties, and approximately 40 percent of Sonoma County, including the cities of Cloverdale and
Healdsburg, the town of Windsor, and the northern portion of the city of Santa Rosa.

The primary election is set for June 2014. The top two vote getters will then head to the general
election in November 2014.
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