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OAKLAND BUILDING PROJECT CONSULTANT SENTENCED TO 12 MONTHS IN
PRISON FOR CONSPIRACY AND RECEIVING BRIBES

SAN FRANCISCO — Taj Armon Reid was sentenced to 12 months in prison for
conspiracy and receiving bribes, announced United States Attorney David L. Anderson; Federal
Bureau of Investigation Special Agent in Charge John F. Bennett; and Department of Energy
Office of the Inspector General, Inspector General Teri L. Donaldson. The sentence was handed
down today by the Honorable Charles R. Breyer, U.S. District Court Judge.

After a four-day jury trial, a federal jury found Reid, 48, of Oakland, guilty of the crimes
on May 24, 2018. Reid was a construction consultant and business partner with Eric Worthen,
46, of Pleasant Hill, who, at the time, was also an employee of the California Department of
Veterans Affairs (CalVet). The evidence at trial demonstrated Reid received bribes on two
occasions in connection with business being offered by CalVet. The jury also concluded Reid
conspired with Worthen to receive the bribes.

The evidence at trial showed that Reid accepted cash from a source on April 18, and
again on May 8. In April, Reid offered a developer an inside advantage on two CalVet
construction projects in exchange for $10,000 cash. Specifically, Reid offered to use Worthen’s
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position at CalVet to circumvent the normal bidding process for a residential home project in
Ventura, Calif. The May transaction involved a kitchen remodel project at the veterans’ home in
West Los Angeles. On this occasion, Reid and Worthen accepted $2,000 cash in exchange for
providing to the developer inside information that the co-conspirator took from the CalVet
office. Unbeknownst to Reid and Worthen, the “developer” to whom they were providing an
inside track on the CalVet contracts was a source working under the direction of the FBI and
posing as a developer willing to pay bribes in order to obtain contracts with public agencies. At
the conclusion of the trial, the jury found Reid guilty of conspiracy to defraud the Department of
Energy, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371, and two counts of receiving a bribe or reward, in
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 666(a)(1)(B).

In addition to the prison term, Judge Breyer ordered Reid to serve 3 years of supervised
release.

Worthen pleaded guilty in August of 2017 to his part in the conspiracy and for taking
bribes. Judge Breyer scheduled his sentencing for November 6, 2019.

The case is being prosecuted by the Special Prosecutions and National Security Unit of
the U.S. Attorney’s Office and the FBI, with assistance from the Department of Energy, Office

of Inspector General.

Further Information:

Case #: CR 17-0175 CRB

A copy of this press release will be placed on the U.S. Attorney's Office's website at
www.usdoj.gov/usao/can.

Electronic court filings and further procedural and docket information are available at
https://ecf.cand.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/login.pl.

Judges' calendars with schedules for upcoming court hearings can be viewed on the
court's website at www.cand.uscourts.gov.

All press inquiries to the U.S. Attorney's Office should be directed to Abraham Simmons
at (415) 436-7264 or by e-mail at Abraham.Simmons@usdoj.gov.
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