HUMBOLDT COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE
Post Office Box 5338
Eureka, California 95502
(707) 267-9976 * Fax (707) 445 - 2611

HUMBOLDT COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE HUMBOLDT COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
EUREKA POLICE DEPARTMENT ARCATA POLICE DEPARTMENT
CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL FORTUNA POLICE DEPARTMENT

On November 5t, 2019, at approximately 9:00 p.m., special agents with the Humboldt County Drug Task
Force (HCDTF), with the assistance of the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office, conducted a traffic stop on
Highway 299 near the Glendale exit, Blue Lake. During their multi-week investigation, agents received
information that one of the occupants of the vehicle, Aaron Anthony Nelson (age 56), is distributing
heroin throughout Humboldt County. Through their investigation, HCDTF agents were able to secure a
search warrant for Nelson and his vehicle.

During the traffic stop, agents detained Nelson without incident. Also present inside the vehicle was
Kathlene Crystal Mellon (age 38) and Paul Kenneth McElroy (age 57). Agents searched Nelson’s
vehicle pursuant to the search warrant and located nearly one pound of suspected heroin packaged for
sales. Agents also located digital scales, packaging material, and other drug paraphernalia.

Mellon and McElroy (attached are previous booking photographs) were cited and released on their own
recognizance for various narcotics offenses. Nelson was subsequently placed under arrest and
transported to the Humboldt County Correctional Facility where he was booked for possession and
transportation of controlled substances for sales and probation violation.

Anyone with information related to this investigation or other narcotics related crimes are encouraged to

call the Humboldt County Drug Task Force at 707-267-9976 or the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office Tip
Line at 707-268-2539.

Sergeant Jesse Taylor
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