HECE Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office

S 826 Fourth Street, Eureka, CA 95501

Date: 08-08-2012 From: Lt. Steve Knight
(707) 268-3630

Subject: Robbery Case: 201203916

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On 08-7-2012, approximately 10:30 p.m. the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office received a call
from a victim of a robbery. When deputies arrived at the Emerald Forest campground, Trinidad they met
with the 27 year old male victim who declined medical attention. The victim told the deputies he went to
assist a friend with moving at the Hidden Creek Trailer Park. After the victim arrived, two other males
showed up. One of the males was Bronte Allen Cooper, 54 years, a Trinidad resident. Cooper was upset
with the victim for failure to pay on an outstanding marijuana debt owed to Cooper from several months
ago. The victim attempted to leave and Cooper shoved the victim down on a couch in the residence and
prevented him from leaving. For the next four hours, Cooper held a pocket knife to the victim’s throat and
other body parts, and punched him. Cooper also threatened the victim with a hatchet. At approximately

10:30 p.m. Cooper allowed the victim to leave after the victim promised not to call law enforcement.

A deputy responding to the call at approximately 10:40 p.m., saw the vehicle Cooper was driving
at the US 101 Park and Ride near North Westhaven. A traffic stop was conducted on the vehicle and
Cooper was arrested. While looking in the vehicle deputies located a 9 mm semi- auto handgun, loaded 9
mm magazine and a hatchet that the victim told deputies Cooper threatened him with. The investigation

into this matter is ongoing. Several other involved parties are still being questioned by deputies.

Bronte Allen Cooper was transported and booked into the Humboldt County Correctional Facility
on charges of robbery, assault, battery, false imprisonment and carrying a loaded firearm in a vehicle. His
bail is set at $50,000.00



Anyone with information for the Sheriffs Office regarding this case or related criminal activity is
encouraged to call the Sheriffs Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriffs Office Crime Tip line at 707-268-
2539.

Mike Downey
Sheriff
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