
 

 
 

 
Date:  09-18-2012              From:  Lt. Steve Knight 

           (707) 268-3630 

 

             

Subject: Pursuit and Arrest                                                                                   Case:   201204667    

   
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

 On 09-18-2012, approximately 7:40 a.m. a Humboldt County Sheriff’s deputy driving a marked 

patrol car was driving on Harrison Avenue towards Harris Street, Eureka. The deputy saw an adult male 

riding a bicycle exit the Walgreens parking lot onto Harrison Avenue Street carrying something under his 

arm. The male appeared suspicious in his behavior so the deputy turned his patrol car around to see what 

the male was carrying. After the deputy turned his patrol car around, the male started riding faster away 

from the deputy and cut across traffic, failing to signal and violating the vehicle code. The deputy 

attempted to stop the male by activating his emergency lights. The male rode faster on the bike and began 

evasive maneuvers to avoid the deputy. The deputy activated his siren and pursued the bicyclist in and out 

of business parking lots. The deputy saw the bicyclist dump what he was carrying on the ground and 

attempt to ride behind the Blood Bank to avoid the deputy. The deputy met the bicyclist on the other side 

of the Blood Bank at which time the bicyclist tried to ride over a curb, but failed. The bicyclist was 

thrown over the handle bars of the bicycle into some bushes. The deputy took the bicyclist into custody. 

The bicyclist was identified as Thomas Smith, 40 years old, from Eureka. Smith was uninjured, the 

bushes broke his fall. The deputy recovered the bag Smith had thrown during the pursuit. The bag was 

filled with marijuana bud, estimated to be one pound. 
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 Smith was booked into the Humboldt County Correctional Facility for possession for sale and 

transportation of marijuana, along with violation of probation. His bail is set at $25,000.00.  

  

 Anyone with information for the Sheriffs Office regarding this case or related criminal activity is 

encouraged to call the Sheriffs Office at 707-445-7251 or the Sheriffs Office Crime Tip line at 707-268-

2539.  

 

Mike Downey 

Sheriff 
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